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The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) is the 
principal advisor to the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) on policy development issues, and is responsible for major activities in the areas 
of legislative and budget development, strategic planning, policy research and 
evaluation, and economic analysis. 
 
ASPE develops or reviews issues from the viewpoint of the Secretary, providing a 
perspective that is broader in scope than the specific focus of the various operating 
agencies.  ASPE also works closely with the HHS operating divisions.  It assists these 
agencies in developing policies, and planning policy research, evaluation and data 
collection within broad HHS and administration initiatives.  ASPE often serves a 
coordinating role for crosscutting policy and administrative activities. 
 
ASPE plans and conducts evaluations and research--both in-house and through support 
of projects by external researchers--of current and proposed programs and topics of 
particular interest to the Secretary, the Administration and the Congress. 
 
 

Office of Disability, Aging and Long-Term Care Policy 
 
The Office of Disability, Aging and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP), within ASPE, is 
responsible for the development, coordination, analysis, research and evaluation of 
HHS policies and programs which support the independence, health and long-term care 
of persons with disabilities--children, working aging adults, and older persons.  DALTCP 
is also responsible for policy coordination and research to promote the economic and 
social well-being of the elderly. 
 
In particular, DALTCP addresses policies concerning: nursing home and community-
based services, informal caregiving, the integration of acute and long-term care, 
Medicare post-acute services and home care, managed care for people with disabilities, 
long-term rehabilitation services, children’s disability, and linkages between employment 
and health policies.  These activities are carried out through policy planning, policy and 
program analysis, regulatory reviews, formulation of legislative proposals, policy 
research, evaluation and data planning. 
 
This report was prepared by HHS’s Division of Aging, Disability and Long-Term Care 
(now DALTCP).  For additional information about this subject, you can visit the DALTCP 
home page at http://aspe.hhs.gov/_/office_specific/daltcp.cfm or contact the office at 
HHS/ASPE/DALTCP, Room 424E, H.H. Humphrey Building, 200 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20201.  The e-mail address is: 
webmaster.DALTCP@hhs.gov. 
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TITLE: Design Study for a National Survey of People With Developmental 
Disabilities 

 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Craig Thornton, Mathematica Policy Research, 

Princeton, NJ 
 
SYNOPSIS:  This study will analyze methods for collecting nationally representative 
data on people with mental retardation and other developmental disabilities living in the 
community. An operational definition of the proposed survey population will be 
developed and functional measures identified. The project will analyze existing surveys 
which include information on the target population, recommend modules for enhancing 
the usefulness of existing surveys and develop a prototype data collection instrument 
and sampling frame for a new survey. A Technical Advisory Group comprised of 
Federal and State officials as well as outside consultants will provide oversight. 
 
CONTACT PERSON: Robert Clark, ASPE, (202) 245-6172 
COMPLETION DATE: December 1989 
REPORT(S) LINKS: 

An Estimate of the Number of Persons with Developmental Disabilities Receiving 
Supplemental Security Income Benefits and Their Characteristics 
[http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/ssiestes.htm] 

Characteristics of Persons with Developmental Disabilities:  Evidence from the 
Survey of Income and Program Participation 
[http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/charctes.htm] 

Design for a National Survey of Persons with Developmental Disabilities 
[http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/ntlsrves.htm] 

Persons with Mental Retardation and Related Conditions in Mental Retardation 
Facilities:  Selected Findings from the 1987 National Medical Expenditure Survey 
[http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/mrperses.htm] 

 
----- ----- ----- ----- ----- 

 
TITLE: Data Base Technical Assistance/Channeling 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Susan Dunstan, Mathematica Policy Research, 

Princeton, NJ 
 
SYNOPSIS:  This continuation project will provide on-going technical assistance to 
users of the Channeling data base and make enhancements to the public use tapes and 
documentation based on user critiques. 
 
CONTACT PERSON: Robert Clark, ASPE, (202) 245-6172 
COMPLETION DATE: To be determined 
 

----- ----- ----- ----- ----- 
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TITLE: National Long-Term Care Survey Users Forum 
 
SYNOPSIS:  The National Long-Term Care Survey (NLTCS) is a very rich yet complex 
data base involving three separate interview waves (1982, 1984 and 1989) and multiple 
components. The complexity of the data base had led to a number of issues related to 
utilization of the Survey for research purposes. As part of its objective to encourage the 
utilization of data bases, sponsored by HHS, ASPE held a one-day forum for users of 
the NLTCS. 
 
The purpose of the forum was to discuss problems experienced in using the survey, 
strategies for circumventing those problems and to hear suggestions regarding what the 
Government can do to improve the usefulness of the survey. 
 
A number of concerns and ideas ranging from issues of weighting the population to 
improving the technical assistance available were generated by the participants. A 
summary of the proceedings, including recommendations of the participants and 
planned next steps by the Government will be made available. 
 
CONTACT PERSON: Floyd Brown, ASPE, (202) 245-6443 
COMPLETION DATE: February 1989 
REPORT(S) LINKS: 

Report on Problems and Suggestions for Improving the NLTCS Files for 1982 and 
1984 [http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/probsug.htm] 

 
 

C. Planned Projects 
 
TITLE: Board and Care Survey Design 
 
SYNOPSIS:  Board and care living arrangements for dependent populations are an 
increasingly important part of the long-term care continuum. Very little national data on 
board and care are available. This study is intended to develop survey design options 
including sampling from data collection protocols and instrumentation and to offer a 
recommended approach for a national board and care survey. 
 
CONTACT PERSON: Robert Clark, ASPE, (202) 245-6172 
COMPLETION DATE: To be determined 
 

----- ----- ----- ----- ----- 
 
TITLE: Analysis of Prevalence Estimates of the Functionally Impaired Elderly 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: To be determined. 
 
SYNOPSIS:  Because of differences among surveys on analytic samples, question 
working and selection of items for measurement, there is considerable variation in the 
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published estimates of the number of functionally impaired elderly made from existing 
health and long-term care surveys. This project will develop estimates from several 
national surveys and examine the bases for differences among them. It will also 
propose ways of identifying and using the most appropriate survey data on functional 
limitations in response to long-term care legislative proposals. 
 
CONTACT PERSON: Robert Clark, ASPE, (202) 245-6172 
COMPLETION DATE: To be determined. 
 
 



RESEARCH BOOKLETS/COMPENDIUMS 
 
 

The Office of Disability, Aging and Long-Term Care Policy (and the titles the Office has 
previously been named) have done several booklets describing research conducted by 
Office funding.  The Office’s website was originally developed based on these research 
booklets. As these booklets have been scanned and readied for archival release, links 
to completed reports mentioned have been added. 

 
 

Disability, Aging, and Long-Term Care Policy Research: 1992-1996 
 HTML http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1997/ResBook97.htm  
 PDF http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1997/ResBook97.pdf  
 
 
Long-Term Care and Disability Research: 1986-1989 
 HTML http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1989/ResBook89.htm  
 PDF http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1989/ResBook89.pdf  
 
 
Long-Term Care and Disability Research: 1989-1992 
 HTML http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1992/ResBook92.htm  
 PDF http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1992/ResBook92.pdf  
 
 
Research on Children, Youth, and Families: 1986-1990 

HTML http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1990/ResBook90.htm  
 PDF http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1990/ResBook90.pdf  
 
 
Research and Grants on Issues Relating to Children and Youth: 1986-1991 
 HTML http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1991/ResBook91.htm  
 PDF http://aspe.hhs.gov/daltcp/reports/1991/ResBook91.pdf  
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To obtain a printed copy of this report, send the full report title and your mailing 
information to: 
 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Office of Disability, Aging and Long-Term Care Policy 
Room 424E, H.H. Humphrey Building 
200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 
FAX:  202-401-7733 
Email:  webmaster.DALTCP@hhs.gov
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